WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!

We invite you to join the partnership. You can
become a Reserve Police Officer, join a Community
Neighborhood Watch Group, attend the Citizen’s
Police Academy, become a Police Volunteer,
participate in a citizen ride-along or just
communicate your concerns and ideas to our
Officers.

Together, we can make a difference!

For more information contact:
COMMUNITY ACTION
&
INFORMATION UNIT
(650) 903-6357 OR (650) 903-6707

City of Mountain View Police Department
1000 Villa Street
Mountain View, CA 94041

Web Site Address:
http://www.mvpd.gov

Email Address:
police@mountainview.gov
Cyoung/07-2006-quark-pc

HoLIDAY SAFETY TIPS FOR A SAFE
AND HAPPY HoLIDAY
MOUNTAIN VIEwW POLICE DEPARTMENT



HIS HOLIDAY SEASON, DON'T LET THE SPIRIT

OF GIVING LULL YOU INTO GIVING BURGLARS,

MUGGERS, AND PICKPOCKETS A BETTER
CHANCE TO DO THEIR DIRTY WORK. CROOKS LOVE
THE HOLIDAYS AS MUCH AS EVERYONE ELSE, BUT
CHIEFLY BECAUSE IT IS AN OPPORTUNE TIME FOR
CRIME.

HOMES JAM-PACKED WITH GLITTERING GIFTS.
STORES, MALLS AND DOWNTOWN STREETS TEEMING
WITH UNSUSPECTING SHOPPERS. PEOPLE RUSHING
AROUND, STRESSED OUT AND CARELESS, LOOKING
FOR LAST MINUTE GIFTS, TRYING TO GET
EVERYTHING DONE. IT'S ENOUGH TO MAKE A
CROOK GIDDY WITH HOLIDAY JOY.

HERE ARE SOME TIPS ON HOW TO CELEBRATE
SAFETY THIS HOLIDAY SEASON:
IF YOU'RE TRAVELING

Get an automatic timer for your lights.
Ask a neighbor to watch your home, shovel
snow, and park in the driveway from time to
time.

e Don not forget to have mail and newspaper
delivery stopped. If it piles up, it's a sure
sign you're gone.

IF YOU'RE OUT FOR THE EVENING

e Turn on lights and a radio or TV so it looks
like someone is home.

e Be extra cautious about locking doors and
windows, when you leave, even if its just
for a few minutes.

e Don't display gifts where they can be seen
from outside.

IF YOU'RE SHOPPING

e Stay alert and be aware of what's going on
around you.

e Park in a well lighted space, and be sure to
lock the car, close the windows, and hide
shopping bags and gifts in the trunk.

e Avoid carrying large amounts of cash; pay
with a check or credit card whenever
possible.

e  Deter pickpockets and purse - snatchers.
Don't overburden yourself with packages. Be
extra careful with purses and wallets. Carry a
purse close to your body, not dangling by the
straps. Put a wallet in an inside coat or front
pants pocket.

e  Shopping with kids? Teach them to go to a
store clerk or security guard if you get
separated.

IF A STRANGER COMES TO THE DOOR, BEWARE

Criminals sometimes pose as couriers delivering
gifts. And its not uncommon for people to try to
take advantage of others generosity during the
holidays, by going door to door, for charitable
donations when there is no charity involved.

Ask for identification, and find out how the funds
will be used. If you aren't satisfied, don't give.
Help a charitable organization you know and like
instead.

Last but not least, don't let holiday stress get the
best of your holiday spirit. Make time to get
together with family, friends, and neighbors. And
think about reaching out in the spirit of the season
and helping someone who's less fortunate or lonely.

Do your part to make the holidays a safe and happy
time for everybody - except criminals.

TAKE A HOLIDAY INVENTORY

The holidays are a good time to update or create
your home inventory. Take photos or make videos
of items, and list descriptions and serial numbers.
If your home is burglarized, having a detailed
inventory can help identify stolen items and make
insurance claims easier to file.

Make sure things like TVs, VCRs, stereo
equipment, cameras, camcorders, sports
equipment, jewelry, silver, computers, home office
equipment, and power tools are on the list.

Remember to check it twice!
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